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Honorable Members of the Presidency,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
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The EU delegation posted Neighbourhood and Enlargement Commissioner

Oliver Varhelyi’s remarks at a joint press conference with the BiH Presidency. The full 

text is below.

Dobar dan! It is excellent to be back in Sarajevo and especially at this point in time. We 

have elections successfully concluded, clear results and we have an EU proposal to 

present to Bosnia and Herzegovina and to its people.

First of all, I need to congratulate the Members of the Presidency for not only to being 

elected but also taking their office so swiftly insuring we can pick up work immediately 

right after the election. This is something very much appreciated in Brussels and very 

much looked at in our national capitals.

Commissioner Oliver Varhelyi in BiH: Joint 
press conference with the BiH Presidency

Because I came to Bosnia and Herzegovina in a critical time, we all in the EU, in our 

neighborhood, our partners and our allies are in the middle of a geopolitical turmoil 
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The start of this political mandate provide now a chance to turn a page and to 

accelerate the work towards fulfilling the 14 key priorities.

We need the Presidency to ensure that EU integration and the 14 key priorities are 

front and center in program of all governments during the next 4 years.

Of course, your role is decisive to make it real, tangible and visible. So, we can report 

about the progress ahead of December’s European Council this year that we very 

much hope will take the positive decision and grant the candidate status for Bosnia 

and Herzegovina.

For this to take place we will need the outgoing Council of Ministers to adopt all 

pending measures to advance on the EU agenda.

Granting the candidate status for Bosnia and Herzegovina will have to be decided by 

our member states and granting the candidate status is an offer for Bosnia and 

Herzegovina. It is an offer for the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina. We are doing this 

for the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

More than half month ago we have put a recommendation on the table of the Council, 

of our member states, to grant candidate status to Bosnia and Herzegovina. Therefore 

I came to Sarajevo to discuss the next steps ahead, to be clear; how do we get this 

done for Bosnia and Herzegovina?

We are very transparent because our recommendation is very clear. We want 

candidate status granted to Bosnia and Herzegovina now. But this is also 

recommendation that comes from our side with high expectations. The EU path is open 

but it requires your country to deliver. We expect these steps to be taken forward 

without delay. It is now for the political leaders of this country to turn this into reality 

for the people of this country.
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that is brought by a war so close to us. In these turbulent times it is our outmost 

strategic interest and need to strengthen all our partnerships and we need reliable, 

trusted allies in our neighborhood. We need to move faster ahead with our common 

positive agenda.



Thank you.

Cvijanovic: Presidency doing all it can for EU path - N1 »
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« Court requests Interpol warrant for former BiH Army commander Sakib 

Mahmuljin - Radio Free Europe

Given the challenges and the tasks ahead, of course I have encouraged the Members 

of Presidency to step up their efforts and create an environment of trust, constructive 

dialogue and good cooperation. So, that the Presidency can become even more 

effective as it was in the past.

We already see some positive developments since we have put the proposal on the 

table and that is again very encouraging. We see that in the last 6 weeks things have 

been moving faster than ever. I do hope that this will only accelerate even further. 

Because I have great trust and expectations in the leadership of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina. Otherwise we would not have engaged in this way with Bosnia and 

Herzegovina. This is why we are ready to help them, to work for the citizens of this 

country to deliver on the EU agenda and to deliver the candidate status and a real 

perspective of EU membership for the youth and for the economy of this country. It is 

only through that the country will achieve his goals enshrined in the constitution.

You can always count on me. You can rest assured that we will help you with 

everything we have and we need good news emerging from Sarajevo, even more good 

news.
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I am very pleased to hear from all Members of Presidency that this is the aim of the

Presidency as well and this is very reassuring.
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RS’s 28th Report to the UN Security Council
October 31, 2022
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BiH joins EU Civil Protection Mechanism
September 6, 2022

Op-ed by Commissioner Oliver Varhelyi: “We are all at geopolitical crossroads the EU door is 
open for BiH”
0 November 29, 2022

-J?

Ik

h

lll’l



BIH DAYTON PROJECT

5/5

All Rights Reserved 2021.

Proudly powered by WordPress | Theme: Recent News by Candid Themes

This website presents materials representing a variety of viewpoints with respect to Bosnia 

and Herzegovina. This material is distributed by McGinnis Lochridge on behalf of Republika 

Srpska. Additional information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, DC.

This website is a resource for journalists, scholars, and policy makers in search of accurate 

and timely information about Bosnia and Herzegovina and its governmental bodies, entities, 

and constituent peoples.

The materials on this website do not necessarily reflect the opinions or policies of the 

Government of Republika Srpska.
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